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Dear alumni, 


The student is the most important person on our campus, and 
we are committed to creating opportunities to inspire our 
students to achieve their goals. Northwestern State offers more 
than just an academic experience, and you have the opportunity 
to refer prospective students to our recruiters. Information on 
referrals can be found on Page 3 of this magazine. 


There are many exciting things happening at NSU. We continue 
to foster partnerships with business and industry, develop 
programs to meet workforce needs and place priority on 
service as an important part of learning. In March, NSU and 
Natchitoches played host to the University of Louisiana System's 
fifth annual For Our Future conference, where we met with 
colleagues from our nine sister schools to share research and 
develop collaborations with a focus on diversity and inclusion, 
modernization and technology. That focus aligns with the ULS 
strategic mission of developing the most educated and prepared 
generation in Louisiana’s history with an emphasis on economic 
development and impacting community health and prosperity. 


Finally, you may have heard about a new member of the Demon 
family. Cane the Dane is NSU’s newest ambassador. Cane is still a 
little bit bashful, but he is getting to know his surroundings. You 
can read more about Cane on Page 8. 


Thank you for your support and encouragement. Great things 
are on the horizon at NSU and we invite you to be a part of them. 


My fellow alumni, 


As | write this, we are preparing for the comeback of Flavor 

of Louisiana, one of the most popular and successful events 
sponsored by the NSU Foundation, that will take place in tandem 
with the Greek Centennial. It’s been a long two years without 
these events, and | hope to see many of you there. 


The Golden Jubilee that took place this past December for 
classes of 1970 and 1971 was a resounding success and plans to 
honor the Class of 1972 in May are being finalized. We are also 
in the midst of the Spring 2022 Alumni After Hours gatherings, 
which we sorely missed over the past two years. To see if 

there is a gathering in a city near you, check out our website 
NorthwesternStateAlumni.com. We’d love to see you in person! 


The staff at the NSU Foundation and the Office of Alumni 

and Development thanks you for all that you've done to help 
Northwestern State. Your response to Giving Tuesday, your 
answer to calls for assistance with student scholarships and 
your willingness to give of your time and resources is so deeply 
appreciated. Maintaining engagement has proven beneficial 
on many levels, for our alumni and especially for our students. 
Please let us know how we can help you stay connected to NSU. 
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Presidential Investiture will take place this fall 


The investiture for Northwestern State University President Dr. Marcus Jones has not been 
finalized but will take place this fall. Announcements regarding the date will be made as soon 
as details are determined. 

The event, which formally installs Jones as the university's 20th president, will include 
a ceremony in A.A. Fredericks Auditorium and a community reception. Surrounding the 
investiture will be student programs, a breakfast for faculty and staff and other events for the 
community, alumni, supporters and friends. 

Originally scheduled for March 2022, the Investiture was postponed to the Fall semester to allow more student 
participation. 

More details and invitations to the Investiture and events surrounding the celebration will be announced as plans are 
finalized. Updates will be provided at www.nsula.edu and www.northwesternstatealumni.com. 
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Nominations are open for 2022 inductees into Long Purple Line 


Northwestern State University is accepting 
nominations for the 2022 class of inductees 
into the Alumni Hall of Distinction, the Long 
Purple Line. 

Nominations will be closed April 28. 

The nomination form is available at 
northwesternstatealumni.com/Ipl/. 

According to Director of Alumni Affairs 
Danielle Antoon Cobb, the Long Purple 
Line is the highest recognition an alumnus 
of NSU can receive. Induction is based 
upon past or continuing achievements 
in the individual’s career, exemplary and 
extraordinary service to community, state, 
and nation or both career accomplishments 
and service to mankind including service to 
their alma mater. A total of 143 individuals 
have been inducted out of more than 78,000 
alumni. 

These individuals will be formally 
inducted into the Long Purple Line on 
October 21 as part of homecoming 
festivities. 





LONG PURPLE LINE 

















COVER: NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones introduced students at the Marie Shaw Dunn Child Development Center to Cane, 
a Great Dane pup. 
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‘Nonco’ Pelafigue, 1909 alum, advances toward sainthood 


Auguste Robert Pelafigue was a humble man, a 
teacher and faithful Catholic who lived simply and 
inspired faith in others. Affectionately called “Nonco” - 

a Cajun variation of uncle -- by his family, friends and 
neighbors, Pelafigue’s legacy of piety, faith and humility 
was well-known in the Arnaudville community. In 

2020, he was among three individuals from Acadiana 
who were put forth for canonization as saints and were 
declared Servants of God. The decision is now in Rome 
where a postulate is preparing cases for Pelafigue, along 
with Charlene Richard who died of leukemia in 1959 at 
age 12, and Father Verbis LeFleur, a World War II priest 
and prisoner of war. 

Pelafigue was born in Beaucens, France, Jan. 10, 1888, 
and his family immigrated to Arnaudville a year later. He 
attended two terms at Louisiana State Normal School, 
now Northwestern State University, January-August 
1909 where he was a member of the Apostleship of 
Prayer, a League of the Sacred Heart, a universal Catholic 
Organization. He returned to Acadiana and taught at 
rural public schools in St. Landry and St. Martin parishes 
and at a small Catholic school in which he was the only 
male member of the faculty. For most of his life, he lived 
in a small cabin, participated in daily Mass, organized 
children to participate in public plays on important holy 
days and took long walks around the countryside to 
share League of the Sacred Heart leaflets with neighbors. 

In 1953, Bishop Jules Jeanmard presented Pelafigue 
with a Papal diploma and cross, courtesy of the Pope, 
at the request of the parish priest. A website dedicated 
to Pelifague refers to him as an apostle, a missionary, 

a catechist, an evangelist and a deacon of the 20th alsa 
century. He died in a Lafayette nursing home on July ps 
6, 1977, but his presence in the 
community was remembered 
and remained for many years. 

Friends and relatives formed 
a foundation to propose 
Pelafigue for sainthood in 2012. 
Eventually, the cause came to the 
attention of Don Luis Fernando 
Escalante, a postulator from 
Rome, who will present the plea 
for canonization at the Vatican. 

Beatification can take years 
to centuries, but Escalante said 
Pope Francis wishes to point 
out heroic acts of charity and 
can push forward the cause 
for Pelafigue and the other 
two Louisiana candidates. An 
announcement could be made 
later this year. | A ! 

Information on Pelafigue and gear CE om oases = 
his cause for beatification is 
available at www.nonco.org/. 
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‘Nonco’ Pelafigue was a member of the Apostleship of Prayer at Louisiana Normal in 1909. | 
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Malinski pens book to help parents connect with their teens 


Katie Malinski, LCSW-S, (1997) has authored a book designed to help parents learn to 
communicate with their teenage children. 

“They want independence but need to know you're there. They need guidance, 
but they don’t want advice. They'll chat with their friends, but not with you. Breaking 
the wall of silence with your teen can sometimes be difficult, but it’s possible to 
find connection and have really good talks when you know how. This supportive 
parenting book provides communication tools, advice, and relatable real-life stories 
that will help you get the conversation started and strengthen your relationship with 
your teen,’ Malinski writes. 

“How to Talk to Your Teen About Anything” opens the lines of communication. 

The book includes: 

¢ Key communication skills—Learn essential communication techniques, 
including active listening and emotional regulation, and how to deal with 
communicating in the digital age. 

¢ Teen parenting 101—Explore what teens want from life and how you can find 
a balance between discipline, support, and letting go. 

« Recognize your patterns—Understand your patterns and learn how to set 
healthy emotional boundaries that will help you prepare for things like sex 
education (aka “the talk”) and inspire your teen to open up about sensitive 
topics. 

“How to Talk to Your Teen about Anything” is now available for pre-order at 
the independent bookstores BookPeople and BookWoman and Amazon. 

To learn more about Malinski, visit her website at www.ParenthoodUnderstood.com. 










Buy a commemorative brick for yourself or your graduate 


| Ls 


All supporters of Northwestern State University are invited 
to celebrate their lifelong connection to the university by 
participating in the growth of the Alumni Plaza. Please consider 
contributing to this endeavor, which will help ensure that the 
great traditions of community, commitment and excellence 
at NSU continue. An engraved brick in the Alumni Plaza is 
the perfect way to commemorate a new graduate, a 50-year 
graduate, a friend, colleague or loved one. 

Engraved bricks are $100 and include a maximum of three 
lines and 15 characters, including spaces and commas. 





For more information, contact Cristy Bernard at (318) 357-4292 
or visit northwesternstatealumni.com/alumni-plaza/. 


Refer a prospective student to 
Northwestern State Recruiting 


Northwestern State University alumni and friends can 
refer prospective students to the university through an 
online referral form. 


The link to the form is: 
northwesternstatealumni.com/student-referral/ 


If you know of a prospective student who would like to 
receive information about NSU, fill out the form online or 
download in pdf format and mail the completed form to 
Jana Lucky, Director of Enrollment. Recruiters will follow up 
with each referral. 
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NSU alum wins first Emmy in Newscast Morning category 


Northwestern State University 
alumna BriYonna Collins was part of a 
team from WAFB-TV in Baton Rouge 
to bring home an Emmy award in the 
Newscast — Morning - Smaller Markets 
category. WAFB 9News This Morning 
won the category for the second 
year ina row. The entry included 
the station’s morning coverage of 
Hurricane Laura making landfall in 
Louisiana. Collins is a news producer 
at WAFB where she has been on staff 
since 2020. 

Collins is a Baton Rouge native who 
earned a degree in communications at 
NSU in 2019. At NSU, she participated 
in ROTC and was involved with KNWD, 
the campus radio station. 

Collins, who serves part time in the 
U.S. Army Reserve as an 88 November, 
or transportation manager, is currently 
deployed with her unit to the Middle 
East. This month marks the sixth year 
of her military contract. 

“After leaving NSU, | went back to 
work at WAFB where | completed my 
internship in college. | have been 
there for a little over a year,’ Collins 
said. “I began as an associate producer 
helping with the station's 5 a.m.-7 a.m. 
morning show and cut ins. Within a 
few months | was promoted to full 
time and became the sole producer 
of 9New’s This Morning Early Edition 
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Alumna BriYonna Collins was part of a team from WAFB-TV in Baton Rouge to bring 


home an Emmy award. 


which is a 30-minute show that airs 
before the 2-hour regular show.’ 
Collins’ unit left the U.S. in August 


and she hopes to be back this summer. 


At NSU, she earned a degree in mass 
communications with a concentration 
in broadcast and digital media and 
a minor in English. She was involved 
with ROTC, although she did not 
complete the program. As a freshman, 
she was elected as a senator with the 
Student Government Association and 
remained a senator until she left for 
basic training. She was sports director 
for KNWD and worked with David 
Antilley, director of NSU TV, filming 


basketball games. She also worked 
a short time with NSULA News as a 
backup anchor and cameraman and 
was a member of Lifted Voices gospel 
choir and community service group. 
Information on NSU’s Department 
of New Media, Journalism and 
Communications Arts can be found at 
nsula.edu/newmedia/. 


At NSU, Collins earned a 
degree in mass communications 
with a concentration in 
broadcast and digital media 
anda minor in English. 


Hammond Lake film takes top prize at Cane River Film Festival 


A short film by Northwestern State University graduate 
Hammond Lake took the top prize at the 2022 Cane 
River Film Festival, along with earning prizes at other film 





eit | ISS VALLE NDS 


, a oe 2 he 
LF : : SBIFFE Vos 


"SIMPLY OUTSTANDING... ee 


SEAN LURE GRADY 


SETEVE PORTER 


e an 
£ ee A 


AlumniColumns [E§J SPRING 2022 





festivals in the U.S. and abroad. Several other NSU alumni 
contributed to the creation of “Zoomies,’ a comedy/horror 
film that was screened locally as part of the fifth annual 
Cane River Film Festival. 

In“Zoomies,’ former teen star, Adley Taylor, 
recounts the story of her return to the spotlight 
after she falls victim to an ancient curse known 
only as “zoomies.’ The film stars Darby Taylor, Josh 
Munds, Melissa Munds, Sean Luke Grady (2021) 
and Steve Porter. 

Lake directed, wrote, edited and produced the 
film. He is a native of Shreveport who earned 
two bachelor’s degrees. One in English and one 
in liberal arts at NSU’s Louisiana Scholars’ College 
in 2017 and a master’s degree in advertising at 
Southern Methodist University. Lake has written, 
directed and edited numerous short films, 
managed camera crews for music and food festivals 
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Alumnae Davis and Apugo win Facebook SEEN and Blackhouse Foundation 
Filmmaking Grant Competition to complete short documentary film 


Tracey Renee’ Davis, director, and 
Danielle Apugo, executive producer, 
graduates of Northwestern State Uni- 
versity and founders 
of Policing Joy, a film 
organization focused 
on social justice 
through storytelling, 
won a Facebook SEEN 
and Blackhouse Foun- 
dation Filmmaking 
Grant Competition to 
shoot a documentary 
film about hair bias in 
schools. 

“Policing Joy: Black 
Hair Bias in K-12 Schools” is a 21-minute 
documentary short film that aims to 
stimulate a global conversation around 
Black girls across generations 
reflecting on memories around 
their hair styling and grooming 
practices in anticipation of the 
first day of school. The film dives 
into recent media coverage 
regarding Black girls’ experiences 
with hair bias in U.S. schools. 

In this segment of the docu- 
mentary, scholars and experts 
offer conceptual insights into 
how schools often perpetuate 
harm that can lead to emotional 
distress. The turning point of “Polic- 
ing Joy” comes when documentary 


violence. 


stories of Bl 





Davis filmmaking 





Apugo 


interviewees reclaim their hair with a 
call to action demanding the protection 
of Black girls against all forms of school 


In addition 
to winning the 
2021 Facebook 
Seen’s Future 
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“Earning funds towards mak- 
ing this film was an opportunity 
to elevate the voices and untold 


ack women’s educa- 


tional experiences and founding 
the film organization Policing Joy 
LLC will be an opportunity for us 
to continue telling these types of 
stories,’ Davis said. 

Apugo sees the documentary 


process as an exten- 


sion of her research interests. 
“As a tenure-track professor in 
education, it’s important to find new 
and innovative ways to disseminate 


academic research to 
communities outside 
of the academy. Using 
film to communicate 
pressing issues to 
society is important,’ 
she said. 

Policing Joy LLC is a 
genesis organization 
that focuses a film- 
making lens on social 
change and justice 
through storytelling. 


Filmmakers 
Grant, the 
film was also 
selected to 
screen at the 
5th LA Black 
Film Festival. 
The film’s 
first talkback 
took place 
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Edlavitch 
Jewish Community Center in 
Washington, D.C., March 6. 

Updates on streaming, talkbacks 
and festivals will be available 
at thepolicingjoydoc.com and on 
Instagram @thepolicingjoydoc. 

Davis received her B.S. in theatre 
with a concentration in performance 
and directing from NSU in 2015. She 
received her MFA in film from Howard 
University in 2019. Apugo received 
her B.A in secondary education from 
NSU in 2009. She went on to pursue 
her Ph.D. in urban education from the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 


Information is available at 
thepolicingjoydoc.com. 


Both ladies crossed Delta Sigma Theta 
Inc. at NSU, lota Mu chapter. 


Zoomies continued 


and has nearly 10 years of 
freelance film experience with 
work ranging from ads for 
local and national businesses 
to commercials seen on HGTV, 
Food Network and A&E. He 
is currently NSU’s associate 
director of Marketing for 
University Advancement. 

The rest of the film crew 
includes Michael Taylor 
Dick (2018), director of 
photography/gaffer/producer; 
Chad Hill, assistant director; Lake 
Chris Smith (2016), sound 
mixer/boom op; Ryan Looper (2015), audio assistant, and 
production assistants Ruben Smith (2021), Jason Smith and 
Jacob Kiser, a current NSU student. 





The film’s additional accolades include the following. 


Best Comedy Short (North America) 
ALTFF Alternative Film Festival (Toronto, Ontario) 


Best Comedy (Short Film) 
Budapest Film Festival (Budapest, Hungary) 
Hollywood Blood Horror Festival (Los Angeles, CA) 
Grand Prize Winner ($1,500 Prize 
Cane River Film Festival (Natchitoches, LA) 
Best Horror Comedy 
Houston Comedy Film Festival (Houston, TX) 
Festival Finalist: 
Boden International Film Festival (Boden, Sweden) 
Festival Semifinalist 
Dumbo Film Festival (Brooklyn, NY) 
Notable Official Selections: 
Culver City Film Festival (Culver City, CA) 
Fright Night Film Fest (Louisville, KY) 
Portland Comedy Film Festival (Portland, OR) 
Reno Comedy Film Festival (Reno, NV) 
Texas State Film Festival (San Antonio, TX) 
Bare Bones International Film & Music Festival (Muskogee, OK) 
MystiCon Independent Film Festival (Roanoke, VA) 
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Spotlights 


Otha “Tre” Nelson III 
joined Ochsner Baton 
Rouge last fall as regional 
director of economic de- 
velopment and commu- 
nity initiatives. The Baton 
Rouge native will focus on 
developing and nurturing 
Ochsner’s relationships 
with community orga- 
nizations, partners and 
stakeholders, as well as 
expanding its economic 
footprint. 

Nelson previously 
worked for Baton Rouge 
General Medical Center and has experience in government 
relations. 

He is a 2018 cum laude graduate of Northwestern 
State University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
liberal arts with a concentration in politics, philosophy 
and economics at the Louisiana Scholars’ College. As an 
undergraduate, Nelson was involved in many organizations 
on and off campus, including Student Government 
Association, Louisiana Scholars’ Student Government, 
Sigma Nu National Fraternity and the Fraternity and Sorority 
Political Action Committee. He was voted Mr. NSU and 
was selected as one of 11 Distinguished Undergraduate 
Fraternity Men in the United States by the North American 
Interfraternity Conference. He was also selected by Sigma 
Nu Fraternity as one of 10 Alpha Affiliate national honor 
inductees. After graduation, he worked as a chapter 
consultant for Sigma Nu Fraternity. 

Nelson is involved with several philanthropies in Baton 
Rouge. He is a 2022 Best Dressed honoree (American Cancer 
Society), Leadership Baton Rouge Cohort 2022 (Baton 
Rouge Area Chamber), Leadership Ascension Cohort 2021 
(Ascension Chamber) and Change Makers Cohort 2021 
(Baton Rouge Alliance for Students). 


Nelson 


United Way of Northwest Louisiana named LaToria “Tori” 
W. Thomas as the next President & CEO of the organization, 
effective March 1. Thomas will be the first woman and first 
African American to lead UWNWLA. She previously served as 
Vice President of Community Investments & Operations at 
UWNWLA and has been with the organization since 2018. 

Named a 2021 ATHENA Honoree and United Way 
Worldwide Leadership program inductee, Thomas brings 
more than 20 years of nonprofit leadership experience 
to this role, including work in foundations and grant- 
making organizations, fund raising, program development 
and management. She is the founder of Emerging 
Philanthropists in New Orleans, a giving circle for young 








professionals, and she was also selected as a Connecting 
Leaders Fellows for the Association of Black Foundation 
Executives. Thomas has served on the boards of the 
Committee for a Better New Orleans/Metropolitan Area 
Commission, Young Leadership Council, and Forum 35. 
She currently serves on the Executive Committee for Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.- Sigma Rho Omega Chapter, 
the Advisory Board for the Greater Shreveport Chamber’s 
Leadership Program, and 
AFP North Louisiana Board. 
Thomas graduated 
with a Bachelor of 
Science in Mathematics 
from Northwestern 
State University. After 
graduating, she started 
her nonprofit career at 
Shreveport Green as an 
AmeriCorps Crew Leader. 
Thomas then relocated to 
New Orleans to assist with 
the Greater New Orleans 
Foundation’s rebuilding 
efforts after Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. She later 
served as the community specialist and program analyst 
for the AARP Foundation, the charitable affiliate of AARP 
that serves vulnerable individuals 50 and older by creating 
and advancing solutions that help them build economic 
opportunities and social connectedness. Thomas also served 
as an Executive Director for Dress for Success New Orleans 
and as the donor services officer for the Baton Rouge Area 
Foundation, where she managed 19 national and local 
scholarships. 





Thomas 


Dr. Synthia Doaks was 
named director of Elevate 
Brevard, an initiative of 
Family Promise of Brevard, 
an organization that seeks 
to end homelessness in 
Brevard County, Florida. 
Doaks previously was the 
community partnership 
school director at Endeavour 
Elementary School in Cocoa, 
Florida. 

Elevate Brevard is a 
collaboration of community 
partners working together 
to elevate the lives of 
Cocoa residents by increasing their access to postsecondary 
educational opportunities and sustainable employment. 


Doaks 
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Launched in 2020, the partnership is part of the Florida 
College Access Network. It uses a collective impact model 
to identify and assist households living below the federal 
poverty level, as well as those in the “ALICE” (Asset Limited, 
Income Constrained, Employed) population, or “working 
poor,’ as defined by the United Way. 

Doaks earned an associate degree in office administration 
in 1997 and a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
at NSU in 1998. She earned her MBA at Webster University in 
2010 before completing her dissertation and graduating with 
a doctorate in education leadership from University of Central 
Florida in 2014. 


Judy Clark (2002), a 
special education teacher 
and girls basketball 
head coach at DeQuincy 
High School, was named 
DeQuincy High's 2021 
teacher of the year. Clark 
is an 18-year teaching 
veteran, having worked 
at DeQuincy High for the 
last 13 years. In addition to 
coaching girls basketball, 
she assists with track and 
cross country. 

“| treat my students like 
| would want my child to be 
treated,’ Clark said. “Teaching is not just standing in front of 
a class and talking. | learn just as much from my students. 
Actually, my students have made me who | am today. 
Teaching is not a one size fits all. You have to adjust to each 
individual. My favorite quote is, ‘It’s not what you say, it’s what 
you do: Compassion and teaching go hand and hand. My 
compassion helps me connect with students that may seem 
difficult to others. Every day presents a new challenge, you 
just have to approach it with positivity.’ 

Clark, a legendary high school player from Singer who 
would routinely score 40, 50, 60 and even 70 points ina 
game, was a two-time all-conference and All-Louisiana player 
who led NSU to a regular season title in 1998-99 and a WNIT 
appearance. 

She was a 2019 NSU N-Club Hall of Fame inductee. 


Clark 


Power grid operator Southwest Power Pool of Little Rock 
has elected Ben Trowbridge (1977) to its independent 





board of directors. He was voted into three-year terms by the 
regional transmission organizations membership on Jan 25. 

Trowbridge has worked across many industries in 
cybersecurity and now serves on the board of directors 
of Arctic Security, Working Solutions and Beyond Capital 
Fund, as well as the board of advisors for Abacode Managed 
Cybersecurity and Compliance. 

Trowbridge was named the 2019 Innovator of the Year 
by D CEO Magazine, an EY Entrepreneur of the Year finalist. 
Consulting Magazine named the consulting firm that he 
founded, Alsbridge, a Top 10 Firm. In addition to holding a 
bachelor’s degree from Northwestern, he is a former Marine 
infantry officer. 

Not-for-profit SPP, headquartered in Little Rock manages 
the electric grid across 17 central and western states. 


Delta Air Lines veteran 
flight attendant Christopher 
D. Devaney (2015) was 
chosen to join the In-Flight 
Service Learning (IFSL) 
technical facilitator faculty 
to lead the next generation 
of Delta Air Lines flight 
attendants on their journey 
to receiving their golden 
wings. Devaney will be 
guiding Delta's new hire and 
existing flight attendants on 
their learning and evaluation 
journeys to keep Delta’s 
customers and crews safe and 
secure on the ground and in the air. 

He will prepare, facilitate and evaluate a variety of curricula, 
including safety, security, service and customer experience 
training programs, and will administer assessments, 
proficiency evaluations and event management validation 
scenarios. 

In his tenure at Delta Air Lines, Devaney has also served 
as aV.I.P flight attendant for Delta Air Lines charters, IFSL 
Operational Experience (OE) evaluator and member of the 
Employee Involvement Group (EIG) insider panel, where he 
advocated for flight attendants in partnership with leadership 
to ensure their voices are an intrinsic component of the 
decision-making process at Delta Air Lines. A native of Sabine 
Parish and a third generation NSU graduate, he earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Family and Consumer Sciences with a 
minor in Family and Child Development. 





Devaney 


“Teaching is not just standing in front of a class and talking. | learn just as much from my 
students. Actually, my students have made me who | am today.” 
— Judy Clark, DeQuincy High School's 2021 teacher of the year 
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Cane the Dane makes new friends, settles in at NSU 


President Marcus Jones launched the Spring 2022 semester by getting students involved in selecting a name for the 
newest member of the Demon family: Cane the Great Dane. Cane was soon making appearances at a Bark and Greet, taking 
strolls along Chaplin’s Lake and visiting with students at the Child Development Center. Dr. Jones took time to answer a few 


questions about Cane. 


When and where was Cane born? December 5, 2021, in Leesville. 
How big do you expect him to get? He will be 28-30 inches tall and around 130 pounds 


Cane is not the first Great Dane you've had. What is it you love about the breed? 
Great Danes are gentle, yet playful giants. They are great companions. 


How many individuals responded to the naming contest? 7,495 


Will Cane be formally trained? Yes. | plan to send him to obedience school in the next few 


months. 


How has he taken to his new environment? Cane has adjusted very well to the new 
environment. The first few days were a bit rough for him, but he has since adjusted well to 


the house and the attention he is getting from those he meets. 


What public events can we expect to see Cane attend? He will be visiting the CDC and ! 


plan to bring him to some of the Greek Centennial events. 


What is a fun fact about Cane? He is clumsy and loves to jump about. 





‘Kiss the Pig’ contest raises over $3, 000 for NSU Food etry 


Stakes were high when Northwestern State University 
President Dr. Marcus Jones and Dean of Students Reatha Cox 
were challenged to put their money where their mouth is ina 
campus fund raiser to benefit the NSU Food Pantry. Students 
in the President's Leadership Program organized a Kiss the Pig 
contest, pitting Jones against Cox to see who could garner the 
most online monetary donations. 

With special guest Chocolate the pig in attendance, student 
organizers announced that the contest was a draw. Jones and 
Cox raised more than $3,000 combined and donations were 
still coming in. Students Raygan Ray of Many, Hannah Davis 
of Hammond, Daija Ware of Opelousas and Jon Elise Sturgeon 
of St. Francisville, who organized the event as a community 
impact project, said cash and donations of toiletries and other 
items were still being accepted. 

Chocolate was by far the star of the show, dolled up with 
purple and orange ribbons, she was managed expertly 
by her handler, 6-year-old Cannon Johnson, whose family 
volunteered Chocolate for the appearance. Cannon is the son 
of Josh and Christina Johnson (1999) of Natchitoches. 

Jones lauded the students for finding a creative way to 
bring awareness to food insecurity, which affects about 30 
percent of college students and has been exacerbated by 
COVID. 

“It’s a fun way to draw awareness to the issue,’ Jones said. 

The NSU Food Pantry was created in 2015 by social 
work students who identified a need among their peers 
and organized the pantry to provide non-perishable food, 
kitchen items, utensils, cleaning supplies, toiletries, t-shirts 
and personal care items to NSU students free of charge. The 





Dean of Students Reatha Cox and NSU President Dr. Marcus 
Jones came through on a pledge to “Kiss A Pig” for the NSU Food 
Pantry. In background are project organizers, students Raygan 
Ray, Hannah Davis, Daija Ware and Jon Elise Sturgeon. 


goal of The Pantry is to address food insecurity, feed student 
success and create a community of compassion. 

Those who wish to support The Pantry can do so by 
individual donations of items, financial donations or 
sponsoring a fundraiser or food and toiletries drive. 
Financial donations can be sent to the NSU Foundation 
with funds dedicated to The Pantry, 535 University Parkway, 
Natchitoches, LA. 71497. Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call (318) 357-5523 or email 
thepantry@nsula.edu. 
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Golden Jubilee for Class of 1972 will be May 6-7 


The Northwestern State University Alumni 


caps and gowns and will be bused to Magale Recital 
Association will host a Golden Jubilee to honor the aS 


Hall for their 50-year commencement ceremony. 












Class of 1972 on May 6-7. All graduates of that oteERN STATE (, After the ceremony, the group will have free time 
year are invited to attend and participate ina we Uy until a 6:30 p.m. reception in Orville Hanchey 
ceremony to receive their 50-year diploma. ee co Gallery. 

“NSU will welcome back the Class of aw > ~. Saturday's event is the 50+ luncheon 


1972 for two enjoyable days of laughter, oo in the Student Union Ballroom in which 

memories and reconnecting with friends,’ BOE « 0 wm | all graduates of 50 and more years are 

said Danielle Antoon Cobb, director of nD DO oe invited. 

Alumni Affairs. | —. a7 The cost is $80 per graduate and $65 
The weekend reunion will start with Eo mm for each additional guest(s). Checks 

check-in at 9:30 a.m. Friday, May 6 in the 1, snilOoow can be made payable to NSU 

Student Union, followed by a campus Alumni Association with Golden 


tour, a Mix and Mingle with classmates aa hilecinahemelanen. 
| For more information, contact 


and a luncheon in the Student Union 
Ballroom. After lunch, graduates will receive Cobb at cobbd@nsula.edu or (318) 357-5513. 


Chris Roper Golf Tournament will benefit HHP students 


Northwestern State University will host the 40th annual Chris Roper Memorial Golf Tournament Saturday April 30 
at Northwestern Hills. Proceeds from the tournament are used to fund two scholarships awarded each year to two 
deserving students who are enrolled in the Health & Human Performance Department. Currently, each student receives 
the $3,000 scholarship for one year. Students must be juniors or seniors. 

This year’s festivities will kick off with a cocktail party at Antoon’s at 6 p.m. Friday, April 29 with heavy hors d’oeuvres 
and a cash bar available. 

Tee time for the tournament will be at 8:30 a.m. Saturday with check-in beginning at 8 a.m. The four-man scramble 
will include prizes for first, second and third place teams, closest to the hole, long drive and door prizes. The entry fee is 
$75 per person, which includes cart, green fees, lunch and beverages. Sponsorships are available at the $500, $250 and 
$50 levels. Those unable to attend may consider a tee sponsorship which is $50. Tee signs are placed on different tee 
boxes around the course. Lunch will be served at 1 p.m. 

Those who plan to arrive on Friday, April 29 and stay the weekend can make reservations at the Comfort Inn off I-49 
behind Wendy’s. Reservations should be made by calling (318) 228-8816 by April 10 to receive a special rate for the Chris 
Roper Golf Tournament. 

Entry fees should be sent to Jill Bankston or Cristy Bernard, NSU Foundation, Natchitoches, LA 71497. For more 
information, contact Bernard at bernardc@nsula.edu or call (138) 357-4292. 


Antoon Memorial Golf Tournament set for June 4 


The Johnny Antoon Memorial Golf Tournament, sponsored by the NSU Foundation, ha 
set for Saturday, June 4 at Northwestern Hills Golf Course. Proceeds will benefit the Jot 
Antoon Scholarship, established to honor the Natchitoches businessman and long-tim 
supporter. 

The festivities will begin with a pre-party from 7-10 p.m. Friday, June 3 at Antoon’s. Tickets 
are aminimum $10 donation to the Antoon Scholarship. 

Check-in for the tournament will begin at 8 a.m. Saturday with a shotgun start at 8 
Mulligans can be purchased for $10 at check-in. Prizes will be based on the number o 
There will be at least one gimmick hole, closest to the hole and longest drive prizes. 

The golf entry fee is $100, which provides one golfer with a cart, lunch and refreshment 
one ticket to the pre-party. Tee signs can be purchased for $50. 

A golf sponsorship of $400 includes a tee sign, entry for four golfers with cart, lunch anc 
refreshments for four golfers and four tickets to the pre-party. Sponsorships must be rece 
by May 20 to guarantee a golf cart. 

In conjunction, the Antoon’s Wild Women’s Pokeno Brunch will take place at 10 a.m. S< 
June 4 at Dazzle Dance Studio, formerly The Student Body. Tickets are $30 which incl 
brunch, bottomless mimosas and bloody marys, one ticket to the pre-party and po 

For more information or to register, visit northwesternstatealumni.com/antoon-¢ 
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Lea Family Foundation combines with ULS grant to create 
endowed professorship for engineering technology 


The combined allocation from 
the University of Louisiana System 
Foundation and a matching donation 
from the Lea Family Foundation 
has combined to create the ULS 
Foundation and Lea Family Endowed 
Professorship for Northwestern State 
University’s Department of Engineering 
Technology. The match was pledged 
with an initial donation of $30,000 in 
2021 from the Lea Family Foundation, 
to be followed up with an additional 
$30,000 in 2022. 

The donation from the Lea Family 
Foundation, represented by NSU 
alumna Lela Mae Wilkes, is a private gift 
to the University of Louisiana System 
Foundation and the Northwestern State 
University Foundation that has been 
specifically allocated for the creation of 
a professorship in the STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics) 
disciplines. 

The opportunity began in 2019 
when the ULS Foundation received 
an anonymous donation of $800,000 
through the Chicago Community 
Trust. The funds were earmarked for 
STEM professorships, equally divided 
between males and females, to be used 
within four years. The ULS Foundation 
awarded each of the System’s nine 
universities with two $40,000 donations 
with the intention they would raise the 


remaining $60,000 foreachin | 
private donations. 

At that time, Northwestern 
State Development officers 
secured funding for the 
ULS Foundation and Dr. 

Stan Chadick Endowed 
Professorship in Mathematics. 
Because not all the schools in 
the System took advantage 
of the proposed matches, 
Northwestern State remained 
eligible for one or two more. 
The ULS Foundation and Lea 
Family Endowed Professorship 
in the Department of 
Engineering Technology is 
one of those. Other endowed 
professorships are currently in 
development. 

Wilkes graduated from NSU in 1968 
with a degree in business and is owner/ 
CEO of Brown Eagle Group Inc. She 
is widely respected in her industry 
and was among the founders of the 
Louisiana Chemical Industry Alliance. 
Wilkes is active in a number of civic and 
business organizations and has been 
a devoted supporter of Northwestern 
State where she is a member of the 
university’s Alumni Hall of Distinction, 
the Long Purple Line. 

“Lela Mae Wilkes and her family’s 
foundation have been strong 


Dr. Marcus Jones and Lela Mae Wilkes 





supporters of NSU for many years and 
their generosity in providing matching 
funds for this professorship will have 
tremendous benefits in assisting 
Engineering Technology faculty with 
research opportunities, classroom 
enhancement and professional 
development,’ said NSU President Dr. 
Marcus Jones. 

Information on opportunities to 
support scholarships, professorships 
and other initiatives is available by 
contacting the NSU Foundation at 
(318) 357-5699 or emailing Director of 
Development Jill Bankston, CFRE, at 
bankstonj@nsula.edu. 


Triche Memorial Scholarship will benefit social work students 


Friends and family of the late Dr. Claudia Moore Triche, former chair of the 


Department of Social Work at Northwestern State University, established a scholarship 


in her memory that will benefit a student pursuing a degree in social work. 


Triche was a native of Shreveport who graduated from NSU with a degree in social 


work in 1970. She attended Louisiana State University, earning a Master’s of Social 
Work degree in 1972 and Licensed Clinical Social Worker certification in 1973. She 


began her tenure on faculty at NSU in 1974 as the director of field internships for the 


Department of Social Work, later to become professor and chair of the department. 
While educating hundreds of students, Triche successfully opened and operated 


her own private practice, Counseling Services Incorporated. She was also a contract 


social worker for the Veterans Affairs Office assisting Vietnam veterans for over 
three decades. In addition to her work in higher education and Veteran Affairs, she 
advocated for thousands of children, families and individuals. She spent her leisure time on Cane River Lake with her family. She 
retired from NSU as Professor Emeritus in 2013 after 39 years of service. She lost her battle with Glioblastoma (brain cancer) Jan. 
9, 2020, and is remembered for her dignity and grace while living a life of humility. 
The Claudia Triche Memorial Scholarship in Social Work was created to honor her lifelong achievements. Gifts can be mailed to 
Office of University Advancement, 535 University Parkway, Natchitoches, LA 71497. Online gifts may be made at 
northwesternstatealumni.com/donations/claudia-triche-memorial-scholarship/. 
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Members of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Fall 1999 Line, the Elusive 18, presented a donation to NSU’s Black Alumni Alliance that 
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pushed the BAA Scholarship past the fully endowed $10,000 mark. From left are Drake Owens, BAA President Chena Johnson, Jill 
Bankston, BAA Founder Nicole Gray, and Delta Sigma Theta alumnae Shondale Coleman and Sherice Forté with others present via Zoom. 


Giving Tuesday Donation pushes BAA Scholarship to full endowment 


The Black Alumni Alliance Scholarship fund at 
Northwestern State University has been fulfilled thanks to 
support from Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and a Giving 
Tuesday pledge. The Fall 1999 Line, the Elusive 18, of Delta 
Sigma Theta presented a donation to the BAA that fulfilled 
the BAA’s endowed scholarship at the $10,000 level. The BAA 
Scholarship was created to benefit minority students in need. 

Shondale Coleman (2002) and Sherice Forté (2002) 
represented Delta Sigma Theta to present the funds to the 
NSU Foundation in person while several of their sorority 
sisters joined the meeting via Zoom. BAA President Chena 
Johnson (1991) and BAA Founder Nicole Gray (1994) 
thanked them for their support. 

“Delta Sigma Theta is a service organization and our focus 
is in bettering the Black community,’ Forté said. “We've been 
trying to figure out what we can do to stay connected and 
when this opportunity came, we were able to issue the 
challenge and are looking forward to doing more.’ 

The BAA was established in 2008 with goals of promoting 
recruitment and retention of minority students, faculty and 
staff, facilitating financial assistance for currently enrolled 


minority students and providing support for the culturally 
diverse student organizations. The group also seeks to link 
with the Natchitoches community and alumni-at-large to 
organize networking opportunities and forge relationships 
that support the educational and financial goals of NSU 
students. Delta Sigma Theta’s contribution of $1,300 pushed 
the scholarship to $10,874.18. 

Drake Owens, executive director of the NSU Foundation, 
said the BAA’'s involvement with the Foundation has helped 
propel diversity awareness on campus and with alumni, and 
the presentation was especially appropriate during Black 
History Month. 

Anyone interested in contributing to the BAA Foundation 
Account and/or the scholarship can do so online at 
northwesternstatealumni.com/givetobaa/ or by contacting 
the NSU Foundation Office at (318) 357-5699. 

Those interested can get dual membership in both the 
NSU Alumni Association and the Black Alumni Association 
for one price. Any individual who gives directly to both the 
NSU Foundation account and/or the Scholarship will receive 
tax credit from the NSU Foundation. 


“We've been trying to figure out what we can do to stay connected and when this opportunity 
came, we were able to issue the challenge and are looking forward to doing more.” 


— Sherice Forté, Delta Sigma Theta 
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McConathy credits others in retirement news conference 


True to himself to the end, longtime Northwestern State 
men’s basketball coach Mike McConathy made a day that 
was supposed to be about him into one that was about 
celebrating others. 

McConathy held court one last time March 15 ona piece 
of hardwood that soon will bear his name, concluding his 
23-year run as the Demons’ head coach in a way that only he 
could — by focusing on nearly everyone else except himself. 

“lam truly blessed to have all of y’all in my life. The impact 
you have made on me is far greater than anything | did to 
you, McConathy told a group of about 200 supporters and 
co-workers inside Prather Coliseum. 

Through 23 years and 330 of his Louisiana college 
basketball-record 682 career victories, McConathy has been 
the constant at Northwestern State, extending the legacy of 
one of the university’s most venerated athletic families. 

McConathy spent more than two decades as the head 
coach of the program where his father became a first-round 
NBA Draft pick and where his two uncles played. He coached 
both his sons as they wore NSU's Purple and White. 

He added to Northwestern State's basketball lineage, 
capturing three Southland Conference Tournament 
championships and pushing the Demons to three NCAA 
Tournaments, collecting two wins in the process, including 
the 2006 first-round buzzer-beating victory against No. 3 seed 
lowa. 
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McConathy’s legacy did not stop on the sidelines or the 
end lines of a court. Wins were important to him but winning 
continued away from the game. 

“He was more concerned with winning hearts than winning 
on the hardcourt,’ said his wife, Connie, who was on the stage 
with McConathy’s brothers, Pat and Bill, his sister, Melinda, 
and his son, Logan, as well as NSU’s legendary Harris Wilson 
Jr., better known as “Coach Black?’ 

One look around the Prather Coliseum stands emphasized 
Connie McConathy's statement and reiterated what 
McConathy had missed the past two seasons. 

In addition to McConathy’s co-workers and friends were 
a pair of coaches whose teams have faced the Demons 
numerous times across the years in Stephen F. Austin’s Kyle 
Keller and Louisiana Christian’s Reni Mason. McConathy was 





Connie McConathy and Coach Mike McConathy thanked friends, 
fans and coworkers for their friendship and support during his 
23 years at NSU. 


able to greet each and share a few moments with two of 
his coaching colleagues and friends, something COVID-19 
restrictions took away from him the past couple of seasons. 

For all McConathy appreciated about the game he gave 
39 professional years to — 16 at Bossier Parish Community 
College before arriving in Natchitoches — it was what COVID 
took away that struck him hardest. 

“The toughest thing for me with COVID was not having 
the ability to go up in the stands and touch the people 
who gave me the opportunity for success,’ said the coach 
who routinely spent his pregame time shaking hands and 
conversing with fans in the stands. “That's where I've always 
felt my heart was. It was with the people in this town, this 
community. (Former Lady Demon head coach) James Smith 
told me something a long time ago. He said if you get 
invested in this community — first with the church, that’s the 
main thing — and you get out and see people, you will be 
here a long time. Coach Smith was a wise man.’ 

McConathy also thanked Northwestern State for allowing 
him to“be who | am in my faith, not hide behind a rock.’ 

After a standing ovation that would have triggered an NBA 
shot-clock violation — it went for 24 seconds — McConathy 
thanked his former staff members, current players and 
coaching staff before turning to a story that encapsulated 
one of the “whys” he remained in the game for nearly four 
decades as a coach, fighting back tears as he told it. 

“| couldn't have done this without players,” he said. “We've 
been blessed to have not only great players but great young 
men who wanted to try to do it the right way. I'll tell you 
a quick story about Devon Baker. Devon Baker was from 
New York City. Devon Baker fought me every day, fought 
me EVERY day. He wrote me something yesterday, and he 
said, ‘Coach, | didn’t understand then, but | do now: That's a 
testament to my staff and what we believe in.” 

For 23 years, McConathy was able to instill those lessons 
into a generations of Northwestern State basketball players. 

When the next group of Demons takes the floor, they will 
do ona piece of hardwood emblazoned with the name of 
Louisiana’s all-time leader in college basketball coaching 
victories. 
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Kevin Bostian introduced as NSU Athletic Director 


As he looked to his future and that of the Northwestern 
State athletic department, Kevin Bostian pulled from his 
past. 

“As many of you know, I’m an NC State alum, and Jim 
Valvano was a famed basketball coach there, who is 
probably known better for his ESPYs speech that he gave 
when he was battling cancer,’ said Bostian, who was 
introduced as NSU’s new director of athletics at a news 
conference inside the Friedman Student Union ballroom. 

“He said in one of the quotes from that speech, ‘We should 
all do three things every day: No. 1 is to laugh, No. 2 is to 
think and No. 3 is to have our emotions moved to tears. If 
we do all three of those things, we've had a heck of a day: 

If we all work together to provide our student-athletes the 
necessary resources to earn their degree, the opportunity to 
win a championship and develop them as leaders, we’ve had 
a heck of a four or five years. It’s my goal as athletic director 
to work with our staff and university, and we will commit 

to do that here at Northwestern 
State.” 

A native of Durham, North 
Carolina, Bostian quickly 
ingratiated himself to his new 
university and hometown, 
correctly pronouncing 
Natchitoches and praising the 
local staple of meat pies while 
outlining the tenets he said 
he feels strongly will produce 
success for Northwestern State's 
14 athletic programs. 

“The athletic program is here to advance the mission of 
our institution,’ Bostian said. “We are the front porch of the 
university, and | have some core values that will help us 
create a successful athletic department. Those are academic 





Bostian was joined by his family, parents Mike and Patti Bostian, 
daughter Zoe, wife Megan, and daughters Piper and Ayla. 


“The athletic program is here 
to advance the mission of our 
institution. We are the front porch 
of the university, and | have some 
core values that will help us create a 
successful athletic department.” 
— Kevin Bostian 






excellence — each 
and every student- 
athlete will achieve 
academic success 
to the best of their 
ability under our 
watchful guidance. 
Student-athlete 
welfare — we are 
here because of our 
student-athletes. 
Take care of them. 
Social responsibility: 
We must always 
conduct ourselves 
within the 
governing rules and show respect to the university and 
others when dealing with the external community and 
campus personnel. We are 
committed to diversity, equality 
and inclusion. Integrity: We must 
always do right and do what 

is right. University integration: 
We will have a true partnership 
and strong collaboration and 
be an active member within 
the university community. And 
last but not least, competitive 
excellence — we will compete 
not only within the Southland 
Conference but regionally and 





Bostian was featured at a press 
conference in January. 


nationally.’ 

The 43-year-old Bostian emerged from a group of more 
than 80 candidates to become just NSU’s fifth director of 
athletics since 1973. 

His most recent stint at UNC Greensboro as the executive 
associate athletic director for external operations also 
included a three-month window as interim athletic director, 
further preparing him for his new position. 

Bostian’s career path began at South Alabama in 2002, 
and he has spent all but 13 months since then in collegiate 
athletic administration. He has made stops at East Tennessee 
State, Tennessee Tech, Georgia Southern, North Carolina 
State and UNGG, climbing the ladder before landing the 
position he long had chased and cherished. 

Bostian took time to thank his support system — wife 
Megan, daughters Ayla, Zoe and Piper and his parents Patti 
and Mike - all of whom were in attendance. 

Driven by student-athletes whom he called his “reason 
for working in college athletics,” Bostian thanked his 
predecessor. 

“| want to thank Greg Burke for what he did as the AD here 
for 25 years,’ Bostian said. “I'd be remiss if | didn’t mention 
his hard work and dedication to this institution. He did an 
unbelievable job. He laid the foundation here to where it’s 
something | can help build on and move forward.” 
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Grassroots push lifts Burke Scholarship past $20K, to fully 


endowed status 


A grassroots effort to honor outgoing 
Northwestern State Director of Athletics 
Greg Burke helped push his namesake 
scholarship past the $20,000 mark. 

With the surge of donations, the 
Greg Burke Family Scholarship became 
permanently endowed, joining nearly 90 
other NSU Athletics scholarships in that 
realm. The Burke scholarship was initiated 
in 2016 with proceeds from a fund- 
raising event recognizing Burke on the 
20" anniversary of his tenure as NSU’s AD. 

It took less than three days after several 
of Burke’s longtime friends and colleagues 
began a concentrated effort to land 
donations that honored Burke's 25-plus 
years of service as NSU’s top athletics 
official for the scholarship — which was 
nearing the endowed status — to clear the 
five-figure mark. NSU staff members told 
Burke the news this past Friday, his final weekday in charge 
of the department. 

“Being Athletic Director at NSU for over 25 years has been 
a blessing for my family and really was all for which | could 
ever ask. Continuing to develop our family scholarship is 
such a meaningful gesture to us and we are grateful for all 
who have or will make a contribution,’ said Burke. 

“Working in higher education and college athletics for 44 
years has provided first-hand perspective as it relates to the 
power and impact scholarship opportunities have had on 
aspiring student-athletes. It is important to keep growing 
and establishing athletic 
endowments to ensure that 
the NSU Athletic Department 
continues offering the full 
complement of scholarships 
under NCAA guidelines for all 
sports, added Burke. 

In a testament to the network 
Burke built, donations came 
from athletic administrators 
across the country. 

“Friendships and connections 
made and sustained with peers 
across the country are priceless. 


To know that individuals from that group have also donated 


to the scholarship is indeed special,’ said Burke. 
Added NSU Assistant Athletic Director for Development 
Ryan Hall: “Any administrator would tell you Greg Burke has 


impacted so many athletic administrators through the years 


and has always shown a true passion for his role and for 
Demon athletics. It is nice to come full circle and see many 
he has influenced support his scholarship.’ 

The endowed scholarship is established as part of 





“Being Athletic Director at NSU for over 
25 years has been a blessing for my 
family and really was all for which | could 
ever ask. Continuing to develop our 
family scholarship is such a meaningful 
gesture to us and we are grateful for all 
who have or will make a contribution.” 
— Greg Burke 


Former NSU Director of Athletics Greg Burke, third from left, is shown with his son-in- 
law Joe Faucheaux, his daughter Catherine Burke Faucheaux and his wife Susu. 


NSU's ‘Perpetually Purple’ program, which aims to grow 
the Demons Unlimited Foundation endowment from the 
current level of nearly $2.6 million to more than $5 million. 

Donations for the Burke Family Athletic Scholarship — as 
well as all other NSU Athletics scholarships -- are still being 
accepted online at nsu.la/BurkeScholarship. Type "Greg 
Burke Scholarship" in the comments section. Donors also 
can text DEMONS to 71777 to donate to the fund. 

The ‘Perpetually Purple’ program’s aim is to allow NSU 
to provide a sustainable source of scholarship funding 
that’s separate from efforts to supplement the annual 
athletics program budget 
with donations, corporate 
partnerships and special fund- 
raising events. 

A minimum commitment of 
$10,000 is required to create 
an endowment fund, but that 
fund can start from any initial 
outright gift. 

Endowments can be 
established with an outright gift 
such as cash, a stock transfer or 
property sale, a life insurance 
policy, or can be included as a 
provision in a will or bequest. 

Arrangements can be made to fund an endowment over 
an extended period of time. 


MN. 


OR\ ONSUNLIMITED 








FOUNDATION 
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Hines family establishes track and field scholarship 


Father Rudy Hines and son Blake Hines 
wouldn't trade anything for their experience as 
Northwestern State student-athletes, and the 
Hines family wants to help others create their own 
NSU experiences. 

The family has started the Hines Family Track 
Scholarship to benefit a track student-athlete 
that’s also involved in the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. 

“| wouldn't have been able to go to college 
without an athletics scholarship — it was a blessing 
from God,’ said Rudy Hines. “We were in a better 
financial position once Blake went to NSU, and 
we feel like it’s our responsibility to give back to a 
school that’s been so good to us. 

“(NSU football coach) A.L. Williams gave me an 
opportunity, and (NSU track coach Leon Johnson) 
gave my son Blake his opportunity, and our 
experience here as student-athletes couldn't have 
gone any better.’ 

Rudy Hines played receiver from 1975-78 and 
ran track for one season under coach Jerry Dyes. 

Son Blake followed in his father’s track footsteps and 
competed as a 400 meters runner and an intermediate 
distance hurdler from 1999-2005. 

Rudy Hines was also honored by NSU’s Hall of Distinction, 
which recognizes business leaders who have made 
significant contributions to the college of business. 

“Rudy and Velma bleed NSU purple, and have for a long 
time, so their desire to establish a scholarship which will 
perpetually impact the NSU track and field program and one 
of its student-athletes makes perfect sense,” said NSU former 
director of athletics Greg Burke. “The fact that they are 
establishing the scholarship in honor of their son, who has 
followed in their footsteps as a die-hard Demon fan, makes 
this announcement even more special.” 

The endowed scholarship is established as part of 
NSU's ‘Perpetually Purple’ program, which aims to grow 
the Demons Unlimited Foundation endowment from the 
current level of nearly $2.6 million to more than $5 million. 
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Rudy Hines posed with son Blake and wife Velma at their Shreveport home. 
The family started the Hines Family Track Scholarship to benefit a track 
student-athlete who’s also involved in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 


The ‘Perpetually Purple’ program has grown to nearly 
90 endowed scholarships that allow NSU to provide a 
sustainable source of scholarship funding that’s separate 
from efforts to supplement the annual athletics program 
budget with donations, corporate partnerships and special 
fund-raising events. 

“The ‘Perpetually Purple’endowment program continues 
to grow and solidify the athletic department's ability to offer 
the full complement of scholarships in all soorts per NCAA 
guidelines,’ Burke added. 

A minimum commitment of $10,000 is required to create 
an endowment fund, but that fund can start from any initial 
outright gift. 

Endowments can be established with an outright gift such 
as cash, a stock transfer or property sale, a life insurance 
policy, or can be included as a provision in a will or bequest. 

Arrangements can be made to fund an endowment over 
an extended period of time. 
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website: 







The NSU Foundation invites you to support the school or 
department that gave you your start. 


Whether you are a graduate of the College of Nursing and Allied Health, 
College of Education and Human Development, College of Business and 


Technology, College of Arts and Sciences or the 
Louisiana Scholars’ College, support for your 
program or department helps fund academic 
programming, professional development, 
technology and innovation. 


NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 
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In Memory 


1951 — Dr. Thomas Lattier Hennigan, 
Jan. 26, 2022, Marthaville 


1951 —JoAnn DeBate Lane, 
Dec 1, 2021, Little Rock, 
Arkansas 


1952 — Quincy Lincecum Ropp, 
Dec. 28, 2021, Natchitoches 


1952 — Gwen Martin Deitrich, 
Jan. 31, 2022, Natchitoches 


1952 — Mary Jo Fragala, March 9, 2022, 
Texarkana, Texas 


1955 — Judy Sobert Welch, 
Dec. 8, 2021, Shelbyville, Texas 


1955 - Sammie Cole Armour, 
Feb. 16, 2021, Silsbee, Texas 


1957 — Mildred Eckhardt McTyre, 
Jan. 4, 2022, Natchitoches 


1957 — Mixon “Doc” Bankston, 
Jan. 26, 2022, Woodworth 


1958 - Dr. Hollis R. Bray, June 11, 2017, 
Many 


1959 - Mary Elizabeth Gunning Lester, 
Jan. 23, 2022, Shreveport 


1960 - Jerry Wain McDonald, 
Jan. 26, 2022, Converse 


1960 — Martha Raphiel, Jan. 29, 2022, 
Bossier City 


1962 — James Magee Jr., Dec. 3, 2017, 
Denham Springs 


1962 — Nancy Sutton Prothro, 
Feb. 1, 2022, Orange, Texas 















1965 - Clyde Francis Vienne, 
March 9, 2022, Natchitoches 


1965 — James Ivy “Jim” Lay Jr., 
Jan. 19, 2022, Daphne, Alabama 


1966 — Lester H. Lee Sr., Dec. 28, 2021, 
Natchitoches 


1967 — Lonnie Willis, July 16, 2019, 
Keithville 


1968 — Roma Wright Veuleman, 
Feb. 1, 2022, Negreet 


1968 — Sarah Elizabeth Williams-LaCaze, 
Jan. 5, 2022, Natchitoches 


1968 — Linda Perkins Stoner, 
Jan. 4, 2022, Burleson, Texas 


1969 — Lora Shank Gulledge, 
Nov. 9. 2021, Niceville, Florida 


1969 - Gerald Wayne Malley, 
Jan. 19, 2022, Shreveport 


1971 — Eddie Ralph Harmon, 
Sept. 8, 2021, Homer 


1972 — Glen Henry Welman, 
Aug. 8. 2021, New Orleans 


1974 — Zora Marie Howk, Dec. 19, 2021, 
Lafayette 


1975 — Luella“Lolly” Frances 
DeFreze Sibley, Dec. 18, 2021, 
Shreveport 


1977 — Maria Conant Jones, 
Dec. 15, 2021, Natchitoches 


1979 — William Randall “Randy” Davis, 
Feb. 28, 2022, Baton Rouge 


Dr. Chris Maggio, Dr. Marcus Jones, Dr. Jim Henderson 
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1981 — James B.“Jim” Akin, 
Feb. 26, 2021, Natchitoches 


1982, 1985 — Priscilla Jeansonne, 
Feb. 12, 2022, Mansura 


1984 — Leonard Earl Thomasee, 
Dec. 11, 2021, Provencal 


1985 — Sandra Townson Bounds, 
Dec. 10, 2021, Shreveport 


1986 — Mary Linn Wernet, 
Jan. 31, 2022, Natchitoches 


1988 — Carolyn Smith Lonadier, 
Feb. 14, 2022, Cleveland, 
Tennessee 


1999 — George Kampa, April 7, 2021, 
Lufkin, Texas 


2001 — Hardrick Rivers, March 10, 2022, 
Powhatan 


2009 — Mathias da Gama e Silva, 
Jan. 21, 2022, Campti 


Lee “Dootsy” McNeely, Dec. 15, 2021, 
Natchitoches 


Thomas J. Plaisance, Nov. 25, 2021, 
Cut Off 


Pamela Revels Johnikin, Jan. 15, 2022, 
Powhatan 


Peter Piazza, Jan. 20, 2022, 
Lafayette 


Nelda Varnell Reed, March 26, 2021, 
Metairie 


David Antilley (Sr.), Jan. 19, 2022, 
Natchitoches 


Three Presidents 


NSU's three living presidents, Dr. Chris Maggio, Dr. Marcus Jones 
and Dr. Jim Henderson, gathered for a photo while attending 
funeral services for Mary Linn Wernet (1988), university archivist, 
who passed away unexpectedly Jan. 31. Wernet was director of 
NSU’'s Cammie G. Henry Research Center and was known around 
the state for her expertise in many facets of Louisiana history. 

She was active in numerous professional organizations, historical 
and genealogical associations and was a regular presenter at 
conferences and symposiums throughout the region. NSU’s three 
presidents were among the many friends and dignitaries from 
throughout Louisiana to attend the service. 
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Guess Who 


Answer to Guess Who from Winter 2022 Edition: 
The senior paraprofessional soeech pathology and primary education 
major who was voted Miss NSU was Lynn Killen. Those who guessed 

correctly are as follows. 


Brenda Collins (1970), Bossier City 

Susan Ehlers (Duhon) O'Connor (1971), Katy, Texas 

Michael D. Price (1974), Cypress, Texas 

Mike Tolar (1976), Minden 

Karen (Jayne) Dill (1972), Shreveport 

Pesky Hill (1972), Shreveport 

Caroline Vornberg (1972), Frankston, Texas/ 
Westcliffe, Colorado 

Pam Hooper Mabry (1972), Plano, Texas 

Frances Bailey Bragg (1972), Seguin, Texas 

Gail Stephenson (1976), Baton Rouge 

Susan Stanley (1973), Pollock 

Sharman Meachum Sprout (1971), Shreveport 

Barbara Stoks (1972), Selma, Texas 

Shanta Dennis Hollier (1974), Mandeville 

Everett Gibson (1974), Vidor, Texas 








The 1992 Potpourri documented NSU's version Susan Tanner Hawthorne (1972, 1973), Paradise Valley, Arizona 
of Star Search, patterned after a popular TV Nancy Richey Green Hamilton (1972, 1996), Pineville 
show of the time. Students took to the stage Bessie Brock Barrick (1972), Phenix City, Alabama 


Paul Robertson (1972), Tioga 
Glenda Singletary Edwards (1971), Crawfordville, Florida 
Jo Pease (1973), Houston 


in The Alley in the hopes of winning the top 
prize of $100. The coed pictured here won the 


second round of the female vocalist category Patricia Wyatt (1973), Lewisville, Texas | 
with her performance of “Where Does My Carol Sanders Hampton (1973), Natchitoches Me 
Heart Beat Now.” Can you name her? If so, Sharon Helo Garry (1974), Lafayette id 


Ron Morrow (1971), Texarkana 
Rosalyn Scroggs Beall (1973, 1974), Jaffrey, New Hampshire 
Stephen F. Christy (1971), Lebanon, New Hampshire 


email jacksonl@nsula.edu with your name, 
year of graduation and city of residence. 


Looking Back 



















e looked, but did we see? 
{We heard, but did we listen? 


The Students Speak ... 
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palatieinG political issues, social change, environmental concerns and fears about the rising cost of attending college 
dominated the headlines of the Current Sauce in 1972, as recorded in the Potpourri. Students responded to calls for 
action and made their voices heard. 
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The Classes of 1970 and 1971 gathered for their Golden Jubilee reunion in December. The class received their 50-year diplomas during a 
ceremony in Magale Recital Hall and were joined by other 50-year grads for a lunch and reception the following day. 


